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The Fen Edge Trail

Fordham to Isleham
Trail Directions map (6.5 miles /10.4 km)

fenedge

www.fenedgetrail.org
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1 Start at the Memorial Gardens on ——

Church St. Turn right out of gardens FET walk S5m contour \ Isleham
r B Washes

anfj head west alon'g Churcf'1 St to the { i [ / A o ‘

bridge across the River Snail. Follow 7

footpath sign to go right before
bridge, with river on left, along gravel
track. At gate, take waymarked path
with hedge on right.

2 At T-junction of paths, turn left at
field edge, along path 200m, then
follow path to right along river
through 2 kissing gates for 600m to
Moor Rd. Take care as path is
alongside river edge.

3 At bridge turn right onto Moor Rd
for 2km, keeping to left at fork in road
next to barns, to Moor Farm.

4 At Moor Farm go through gate on
right with footpath sign; go across
yard towards sign and bear left at
back of barn then follow track for

50m next to Soham Lode. geimticey ;” ‘{‘ 4
5 As the lode bends left, carry straight \
on along track. Pass into next field \ fz Y
where the hedge is on the left and

pass by two unused gates. Path Fordh;wm

becomes gradually less visible, but “~ Moor Bridge
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keep hedge on left at edge of field. s\
6 At end of field near trees, turn right ‘;}%

along north edge of field keeping &&% N *
hedge on left. After c.400m, cross e AL 1km N

stile into next field. Cross this field f"‘/
diagonally (going south east) for i
600m to stile and footbridge. Path

across field marked by 2 old stiles.

6a Or to avoid stiles (extra 0.9miles/

1.5km), turn left at end of field near

trees, along Little Bank drove, then

take 1st right to join East Fen Drove. Go east until a ‘T’ junction, then turn right to rejoin at 8.

7 Cross stile and footbridge over Crooked Ditch and turn immediately right to kissing gate. After 200m go through 2nd gate and to end
of copse on left. At footpath sign, bear left to cross cultivated field diagonally (north east) for 300m aiming for right hand end of line of
trees (7.1) NB This is a Right of Way across field. Just to left of corner of trees go through narrow overgrown access onto road.

8 Go right here onto Temple Road to follow it (including a double bend part way along) for 1 km to Isleham.

9 At the bend on the outskirts of the village, turn left off road at footpath sign onto concrete track. On next bend to left, take
waymarked lane on right. Follow this path passing old clunch walls, going straight across a narrow road. Reaching some houses, go
straight along road (Little London Lane) to the bend and take grassy path to the left shown by footpath sign next to a water pump (9.3).
10 Ignore a path on the right and keep going to kissing gate at entrance of the Priory field. Cross field diagonally to the right for 75m to
the gate next to Isleham Priory (watching out for horses in field). Exit field next to the Priory through gate,

11 Cross car park and go right (south) along Mill St. After c.150m turn left down Limestone Close to see the limekilns. Retrace steps to
car park and go right (east) along Church St, passing Pound Lane to reach the Church of St Andrew.

12 Past the church, cross Church Lane and bear left into Sun St, passing the Rising Sun and Zoar Chapel. Take narrow signposted
footpath to left between nos. 41 & 45. Follow this north until it intersects with a track, Coates Drove. Turn right to follow this track.

13 Bear left at the green at end of road to turn left onto Waterside and follow the road as it becomes a causeway (Fen Bank) with lower
fen on left and an embankment on right (with footpath on top of embankment).

14 Follow the right fork in the road leading to the Marina and before the bend take the right grassy path (14.1) to pass car park and
cross lode using metal footbridge across weir. Turn left across grass to follow road, noting footpath signs. Keeping lode on left, cross
through car park onto gravel path on left between lode and narrowboat berths. This bends round and you cross a wooden footbridge
(with steps). Go straight ahead along a (sometimes muddy) path, curving to the right to reach another footbridge. In the middle of this
bridge lies the County Boundary, between Cambridgeshire and Suffolk, the end of the walk, 15.



Ages of the rocks

‘Superficial’
Holocene: Under 11,700 years
River Alluvium and Peat

Pleistocene ‘Ice Age’:

River Terraces sands and
gravels (very approx. dates)
1st ¢.20,000 years

2nd ¢.50,000 years

3rd under 200,000 years
4th ¢.300,000 years

Bedrock (million years)
Cretaceous:

Holywell Nodular Chalk (incl.
Melbourn Rock) .94 - ¢.93
Zig Zag Chalk (incl. Totternhoe
Stone) c.96 - c.94

West Melbury Marly Chalk
¢.100 - c.96

Gault clay

c.113 to c.100

The hard chalk (‘clunch’) of the
Totternhoe Stone, at the base
of the Zig Zag Chalk, was
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quarried in the past for 2ET,
building stone. Isleham was
one of the major clunch
quarrying areas of the fen
edge, and there are still many
signs of the industry, which
played a significant role in the
history of the village.
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The bedrock here is Chalk, with a thickness of 33 metres (including 1m+ of Cambridge Greensand at its base) being found in a well dug
in 1934 by a pumping station on the Fordham to Isleham road. Under it lies the Gault clay, which is at the surface further north west.
Much younger deposits, from the Pleistocene ‘Ice Age’ and the recent Holocene, overlie the Chalk in just a few places on the walk.
The start of the walk is on the narrow band of the Totternhoe Stone, which is a hard layer of Chalk that forms the boundary between
the oldest, lowest Chalk bedrock, the West Melbury Marly Chalk, and the Zig Zag Chalk. The walk then follows the small valley of the
River Snail, infilled during the last few thousand years with Alluvium, a fine material carried along by the current. The next section
passes over West Melbury Marly Chalk, a soft, clay-rich Chalk which can often be seen ploughed up in the fields.

H
I%ordham
7 olywell Nodular Chalk
2 km

The walk crosses a small patch of river sands and gravels from the 2nd Terrace and then the large area of 1st Terrace to the north.
These river terraces comprise a complex series of deposits, mostly sands and gravels, that have been left by strongly-flowing river
channels, precursors of the current Cam-Ouse system. As the river cut down at various times, the deposits formed a gradually lower
(and younger) set of (roughly defined) terraces as the topography changed. All four terraces occur in this area; the higher parts of
eastern Fordham lie upon the sands and gravels of the 3rd and 4th Terraces. Due to reworking of the material, the ages of the various
spreads of gravel are difficult to assess but radiocarbon dating of fossils and other organic material has produced dates, covering both
cold and warmer periods, from ¢.300,000 years ago to the end of the last glaciation ¢.20-12,000 years ago. In the marshy conditions of
the last several thousand years (the Holocene), Peat formed over much of the (relatively impermeable) marly Chalk and the gravels,
but now remains only in small patches; this includes some thin ribbons along the previous courses of water channels, which carved
incised “valleys” into the Chalk, shown by the southward detours of the 5m contour.

After climbing back over the 5m contour, onto the Zig Zag Chalk above the Totternhoe Stone, the walk then goes back down the
succession of the Chalk and onto the Peat and Alluvium in the valley of the River Lark.
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