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Walk: Sawtry to Wood Walton - geology and contours map Landscape and Geology

B In this area there are ‘rocks’ of 3 different
© Cambridgeshire Geologicdl Sqelety (CGS) 2022 ages at the surface, two of which you walk
over on the walk. The oldest by far is the
‘bedrock’, the Oxford Clay, which is about
160 million years old (from the Jurassic
Peat . — vm:o.&.. An mxﬁmqmzm m.mm covered this v rt
of Britain at the time with the clay forming
from fine material deposited on the sea
floor that subsequently became
compressed to form a soft rock (a
mudstone). The Oxford Clay is famous for
its fossils of marine reptiles, such as large
Ichthyosaurs and Plesiosaurs (including
Pliosaurs). In places it contains harder

Mok Tode dmn site bands that form low ridges, providing

//. Ay churchpn higher and, therefore, dryer land. Most of
J {
Hof-\/ /

(Holocene)

Peat

(Holocene) Woodwalton

Oxford Clay Fen

(Jurassic) Sawltry

the walk is over this clay, including the
P~ mm\\\l villages themselves.

Aversley Oxford Clay The other two surface ‘rocks’ are much

(2 glaciers ¢.425,000 years ago (Pleistocene
m_mn_m._ Till ¥ Railway —— = age). The Glacial Till forms the high ridge to
deposited by embankments the west of Sawtry and to the south of

glaciers, lies A ¥ Wood Walton. The youngest is Peat,
Woodwalton

(Jurassic)

Wood (Jurassic) younger, being from the current ‘Ice Age’
\ 11 which started 2.6 million years ago. The
Oxford Clay m/) oldest is Glacial Till, material ‘dropped’ by

over the Wood deposited in the Holocene (the last 11,700

Jurassic clay =~ FEdgeT walk Marsh NR andu Tan years, since the end of the last glaciation).
and dﬂ.o:sm the Contours —\_ — s a,,,, , It formed where freshwater persisted long
higher land — " (height  10m s Monks enough for organic material to build up in
above sea and Wood the waterlogged conditions. You walk over
level) above it as you pass through Sawtry Fen.

The ‘Peat’ of the Fens is very complex, its character
dependent on the type of vegetation that it contains,
including reeds, wood and sphagnum moss. The latter
grows where material has built up high enough to escape
the calcareous ‘fen’ waters and be influenced by (acidic)
- rain, thereby creating acidic Peat bog. This only occurred in
r])lft/l/,f\(ll\(l))\.\(k .l / 5 a few areas but particularly in the ‘bays’ of this western fen
Raised banks Finish _ ; :
. edge. The most extensive marine incursion, during the
of lode and Highest (H) . ) .
. ) S 1b Bronze Age, did not reach this far allowing a deep sequence
Elevation profile metres above sea level y Pm of Peat to form uninterrupted (possibly since as long ago as
¢.8,000 years), although much has now gone.

© 2022 Google Earth Lowest|(L)
-Im
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