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The Fen Edge Trail
Somersham to Earith
al Directions map (5 miles / 8.1 km)
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(If you want to visit Somersham Nature
Reserve before the walk, take 1a to
join the additional walk from 3b.)

1 Start at Somersham Cross (1. 1f).
Cross the High St, walk south on
Church St to the church (1.4f).

2 After the church continue until you
pass Hammond Way and then 12
immediately after branch left.

3 After ¢.100 yards take footpath
signposted on right just past a house.
Walk through kissing gate (3.1) and
continue on path keeping hedge to
your right then skirting the edge of a
meadow. Go through another kissing
gate and over a footbridge (3.2).

3a To visit Somersham Nature Reserve,
at kissing gate at end of this bridge,
take left track. (See directions below.)
4 If not, continue straight ahead along
field edge through 3 kissing gates, over
old railway track through another
kissing gate to open fields. Follow
path past sewage works, through gate.
5 Follow track to Colne. Go left just wad End
before lone tree (5.1f), right over 13
footbridge and on past Church Farm. g et

Bluntisham == -~

. “a " 2 e A1
6 On reaching the gate after farm turn o e _'g;eo" Qusé \‘P’f :

: p AT
right onto Old Church Lane. After two 1km @ SRive!

s RO o y
bends you will see the old village cemetery of St Helen’s Church in front of you (6.1). Take care on uneven ground. Do not go within
fence around ruins. Retrace steps to first bend and take footpath right through trees. Exiting wood, turn right on Old Church Lane.
7 Cross road and walk directly on down High St, skirting the green (7.1f) to pass the church (7.2). Turn right down Drury Lane then left
at the bottom into East Street.

8 At the main road B1050, cross road (take care as this is a main road) to go straight on, down Holme Fen Drove.

9 Where the overhead telegraph wires cross the road (just before Elm Tree Farm on the right) branch left at the tree (9.1) along Back
Drove track and then take the footpath signposted on the right (9.2) to skirt around the fields, turning left where the fields meet at
the tree (9.3) and continue around the field until you pass the fenced Earith Lakes entrance on the right.

10 Keeping fields on left, follow the edge of the fenced lakes on right until you pass through a gate onto road and past Bridge Farm.
11 Continue along this track (Meadow Drove) past Earith Business Park.

12 Turn left at Business Park entrance sign (and postbox), down a short side road (Short A o Vo 3d &
Drove). Take gate on right to walk up onto bank, turn right along Old Bedford River (12.1). s - s
13 At the end of the bank, once out the gate, turn left to cross bridge to a memorial b
(13.1). Cross road to the small viewing area over the River Ouse (14.1f) next to the
pumping station, which is the end of the walk 14.
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Somersham Nature Reserve can be visited (there and back) from 3a (or pre-walk):

3a At kissing gate after bridge, turn left through field, and after a short while follow path
diagonally, right, across field to exit onto Galley's Drove. Walk along this to Colne Road
(3a.1) and turn left.

3b At junction, with High St to left and Chatteris Rd off to right, cross (with care!) and go
right to then bear left uphill along Station Approach. Turn left through old railway level
crossing gates (3b.1f) into Somersham Local Nature Reserve. See map on noticeboard.

3c After ¢.200 yards take the path right, and follow it as it arcs to the left and then e s ~'aios0
straightens out passing through light woodland. Follow the path for a third of a mile
through the woods as it skirts a meadow. After a right and left turn, the track turns left.
Follow the path as it crosses the top of the meadow and exits.

3d Turn left to walk down the old railway track. 3e After a quarter of a mile take path to
right and walk around the lake (3e.1f) and exit following the track back to Station
Approach, retracing your steps back via 3b Colne Road and Galley's Drove to point 3a.

© Cambridgeshire Geolégirc_gl‘Society 2022
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Ages of the rocks Walk: Somersham to Earith - geology and landscape

‘ ST
Superflual ¢ Contains OS data ©.Crown copyright and database right 2017. Google
Holocene River,qferrra,ce Earth ©2022 Contains British Geological Survey materials © NERC 2018

Less than 11,700 years e (1&2) Gravels
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Alluvium, Peat

Pleistocene

River Terrace Gravels
(1st/2nd) c. 12-50,000 years
Glacial Till

¢.425,000 years (Anglian)
. i River Terrace
Jurassic Bedrock: : e (1 & 2) Gravels

Ampthill Clay c.158 to c.159
million years

This walk starts on the River '&
Terrace gravels c.13m above
sea level before descending
to c.bm to cross river
Alluvium and Ampthill Clay
in a small river valley. After
Colne, at c.16m, on the
Terrace Gravels, the walk
crosses a small patch of
Ampthill Clay in another
small valley before
descending below 5m onto
lower Terrace Gravels and
Alluvium of the floodplain of
the Ouse. The walk finishes
at ¢.5m on the extensive
Alluvium within the Ouse
Washes, a huge flood-relief
area between the Old and
New Bedford Rivers. These
major engineering works
now carry most of the water ?
flowing down the Ouse. / AN928 2Kp

The Ampthill Clay bedrock, formed when ‘mud’ on the floor of a shallow Jurassic sea (think Ichthyosaurs and Pliosaurs!) became
compressed enough to form a sticky and relatively soft mudstone rock. It is now overlain by much younger deposits, from the
Pleistocene ‘Ice Age’, the oldest being Glacial Till (Boulder Clay), material left by glaciers during the Anglian glaciation. There are also
substantial amounts of sand and gravel deposited by powerful braided rivers during subsequent glaciations. These river gravels are
mapped as a series of ’River Terraces’ but they consist of complex accumulations of material of different ages (dated by their fossils).
The gravels here are from the youngest two terraces, the 1st and 2nd, which are difficult to separate due to intermixing. They date
from the cold Devensian stage from ¢.70,000 to c.12,000 years ago (although possibly some are older). These deep sands and flint-rich
gravels have been quarried extensively for use in construction leaving a large number of flooded pits.

In the last few thousand years (the Holocene), Peat formed on top of the gravels in lower areas when (fresh) waterlogging lasted long
enough for the build up of this organic material. The river now called the River Great Ouse has had a dynamic history with its course
changing numerous times, particularly since Man has had such a dramatic impact on the fenland landscape. Alluvium, a fine material
deposited relatively recently by the river, particularly in times of flood, extends over the current Ouse river valley and also in other
areas, showing the location of old water channels that have now disappeared. From Earith, the main river once flowed north, to the
west of Chatteris and then on to the Wash. Called the West Water, this course can be seen by the significant band of Alluvium that
covers the Peat and River Gravels to the east of this walk. The rest of the flow entered the Old West River modified and enlarged,
probably during the Middle Ages, to go east to join with the Cam and then north to the Wash.

oogle Earth
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