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The Fen Edge Trail
Thorney

Trail

fenedg Directions map (2.3 miles / 3.8 km)

www.fenedgetrail.org
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1 Start outside the church of St Mary and St Botolph (1.1f), all that remains of Thorney Abbey.
2 Walk down Abbey Place and turn left at the traffic lights to go over the bridge, walking on the wide grass verge of The Causeway.

3 After just over a quarter of a mile, past the windmill (3.1f), there is a kissing gate on the left (3.3). Go through it and follow the path
right, taking you through an avenue of lime trees (going south west).

4 The path (on the Haling Bank) bends left (4.1), follow it down the side of the field, parallel to the river which is on the right.

5 Where the path diverges from the river, follow it left a short way until you reach a private farm road.

6 Turn left along the farm road, Toneham Lane, towards the farm buildings. Go through a gate using the gap at the left hand side.

7 Walk past Toneham farmhouse, passing a pond (7.1) and continue past a house on left.

8 Past the house, take the path to the left at the footpath sign (8.1), to go north through a field (8.2f).

9 Once you reach the hedge line, walk across the wooden bridge (9.1f) over a ditch and through another kissing "
gate into the ‘Cricket Field’ (NB there may be livestock in this field). Follow the path round the left (western) 14 = ®
edge of the field following the hedge line, and head towards the road. o
10 Reaching the road go through the gate and cross the road to turn left on the pavement of the B1040,
Whittlesey Road.

11 Keep going (walking north) towards The Green and then on to the church, to arrive again at 1.

To explore more of the village:

12 Continue past the church and turn right down Church St. After the road bends to the left, you reach the main
road (Wisbech Road). Turn left and walk to the pedestrian crossing just before the junction. Cross Wisbech Road

© Cambridgeshire Geological Society 2023
]

to the Rose and Crown pub opposite. l 13 3
13 Walk left to the corner and turn right, next to the pub, to go along Station Rd. Turn right when you get to the 28 — —
Tankyard (13.2f) to reach the Bedford Hall which houses the Museum 14. — l
. 3 12 &
Thorney Museum is run by The Thorney Society

www.thorney-museum.org.uk
Please see the website for current opening times, or email enquiries@thorney- Stary
museum.org.uk for opening by appointment 4




Walk: Thorney - geology and landscape map
—\_. FenEdge

Ages of the rocks

In the Fens, there

are 3 types of ‘rock’ ~\Lom Sm
cur;ently at :,h; 3 Contours (height above sea level) «_ March
surrace, eac atin . -

! . g Contains OS data © Crowns€opyright and t i) 3 oy Gravels
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different story in sar
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= /

81040 Tidal Channel
Sands and Silts

€202 A191205 |e2130]099 a41ysadplquied @

Jurassic (bedrock):
Oxford Clay c.160
million years Marine Silts & Clays

The oldest is the bedrock, the Oxford Clay, which is ¢.160 million years old (from the Jurassic Period). It underlies most of the western
part of the Cambridgeshire fenland. An extensive sea covered this part of Britain at the time, the muddy deposits on the sea floor
becoming compacted to form a mudstone (clay). It is famous for containing the fossils of huge marine reptiles such as Ichthyosaurs and
Plesiosaurs and smaller fossils such as ammonites. It is also well known for being used in the local brickmaking industry. The
youngest two are better described as ‘deposits’ rather than rocks as they are so young that they have not yet become ‘consolidated’.
The oldest are two types of gravels dating from the Pleistocene ‘Ice Age’ which started ‘only’ 2.6 million years ago. They consist of flint-
rich gravels which cover the bedrock, forming land that is slightly higher (and therefore, in the past, drier) than the surrounding low
fen. As they contain large amounts of sand in places, they form a significant aquifer. The March Gravels contain material from the
warm Ipswichian Period (c.120,000 years ago), including marine fossils, and also from the later cold Devenisan Period. They form
the ‘islands’ of Thorney, Whittlesey, Chatteris and March. The Gravels of the River Nene’s 1st (youngest) Terrace were left by
extensive rivers that flowed during the last glaciation (the Devensian) when tundra covered the area. At Pode Hole gravel quarry, just
to the east, many mammal fossils have been found including woolly rhino, mammoth, elephant and bison.

The youngest deposits date from the Holocene Epoch (the last 11,700 years) and, in this area, consist of Tidal Silts and Clays that
formed in salt-marsh conditions. They are known as the Barroway Drove Beds and are about 3,800 years old (from the Bronze Age)
when there was a significant incursion by the sea. The lidar map shows that there are many ‘fossil’ channels (known as roddons) rising
above the surrounding land; sands and silts that were the beds of tidal creeks and rivers. These have a range of dates associated with
the Barroway Drove Beds, although some in the east may be from the more recent sea incursion (c.2000 years ago in Romano-British
times). There are still patches of Peat (the Upper Peat) overlying some of the silts (although not large enough to be mapped) and
there is Lower Peat underlying the Tidal Silts in some areas; 6,800 year old (Lower) Peat was found at depth in Adventurers Fen SSSI,
not far to the east. This would have formed in the extensive freshwater marshes created by the backing up of rivers due to rising sea
level after the end of the Ice Age.

Our walk descends to sea level (0 metres) as we walk south across the low ‘tidal marsh’ fen on the west side of Thorney. Just after
turning left at the crossroads, you drop down past the 5 metre ‘fen edge’ and don’t rise above it again until just past Toneham Farm.
The highest point is along the road, south of the Abbey. The land here is about 7m above sea level (the building of the road increasing
it a little to 9m). The difference in elevation often dictated where the dry land was and was very significant to the island’s inhabitants.

Graph: M

Highest (H) 9m (road)

*NB The position of the 5m contour on
the geology map is very approximate.
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