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The Fen Edge Trail S0

l}ﬁ

.. Waterbeach to Milton via Horningsea :
fenedge Directions map (4.4 miles / 7 km) Ftieoes®
www.fenedgetrail.org ’ - , www.cambsgeology.org

m—' : » | AT k- ' 1 Starting at St John’s Church

5m contour . :
Gl in Waterbeach, walk in an

easterly direction along
Station Road.
2 Go over the level crossing
and, just past the station car
park, take the footpath on
the right (2.1) to walk
alongside the road around
the edge of Cow Hollow
Wood. Continue on the path
to the west bank of the River
5 Cam (or take an alternative
‘ path through the wood and
rejoin the original path before
the river).
3 At the river turn sharp left
(3.1) and then turn right over
the bridge. Cross the road to
turn left down the path along
the river (3.5) to Clayhithe.
4 Turn right, away from the
river, to follow the bridleway
around the Cam
Conservators’ House, keeping
to the left of the steel railings
and go through the centre of
the farm yard (4.1).
5 At the footpath sign about
200m on from the farmyard,
turn right and continue over
. the field on the marked
~ footpath (5.1). Aim for the
large tree (5.2) on the horizon

+
oy

#Clayhithe

S

Eye Hall
Farm 6

Horningsea 84
Kilns { {
Scheduled ¥ ~

Monumen

© Cambridgeshire Geological Society 2026

= " Multi-phase
) Settlement
Scheduled
Monument
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Milton_

oo e b and continue on this path.
Country Park ! Baits’ a8 ' | 6 Just before a hedge (6.1),
! " - ite Lock” & ' ; you go through the gate (6.2)
J&at (. 2 1 4 ‘ N : into the fields of Eye Hall
iy, /4 Biggin ;’ i 1km B t Farm, which can be seen to
N ';7! : : Abbey Contams OS data © Crown copyright and database right 2017 the right of the path'

Continue along the path to
the next gate, Note that horses may be present here (6.5f), but fenced off from the path).

7 At the next hedge line go through the pedestrian gate (7.1) and turn sharp right to continue on this path, reaching Clayhithe Road.
Turn right here, walking briefly northwards along the right hand side grass verge (7.2). NB Take care and look out for any traffic.

8 After about 100m, just after the entrance to Eye Hall Farm (on the right), cross the road and take the signposted footpath through
the gate (8.1) into the Roman Potteries Fields. NB The land here is undulating and uneven underfoot, so take great care traversing
this part of the walk. The path here is poorly marked, if at all, so bear left (south) and aim to head to the pedestrian gate between the
rightmost two tall trees of three on the horizon (8.3).

9 At this gate, continue through the next field (9.1) and over a small footbridge (9.2), then through another field (9.3) to the main road
into Horningsea.

10 Walk down the High Street, to St Peter’s Church (10.1) and an optional stop at the Crown and Punchbowl pub (10.2) — booking
recommended! Follow the High Street to the southern end of the village, past the cemetery on the right.

11 About 400m further on, take the next footpath on the right, along a hedge line, towards the river and lock (11.1).

12 At Baits Bite Lock cross the river (12.2) and turn right, heading north along the left bank (12.4) for about 400m.

13 Turn left onto Fen Road, walking over the level crossing, towards Milton. On your left you will see Milton Country Park (containing
old gravel quarries that have been flooded), where you can take an optional detour (13.2) to return to Fen Road further along.

14 Continue along Fen Road for about 600m. Lastly, turn right into Church Lane where you will reach All Saints Church (15.1), the end

of the walk, 15. 2



Walk: Waterbeach to Mllton geology and Iandscape map

Ages of the rocks ‘ """_\.—
Contours

‘Superficial’: (heizht -

Alluvium and Peat (Holocene) ab@va sea and

Less than 11,700 years (most only
hundreds of years)

River Gravels (Pleistocene)
Terrace 1 ¢.20,000 years
Terrace 2 ¢.50,000 years

Bedrock (Cretaceous):

West Melbury Marly Chalk

¢.101 to ¢.94 million years

(including the Cambridge Greensand
at its base ¢.101 my)

Gault Clay

c.113 to ¢.101 million years

Rwerj/

san;(s an
: ‘

The bedrock that you walk over is
either Gault Clay (mudstone) or the
younger West Melbury Marly Chalk,
the lowest stratum of the Chalk that
forms the escarpment south-east of
Cambridge. These sedimentary rocks
formed from deposits on the seabed
in shallow seas in the Cretaceous
Period, when sea level was high and
the climate was much warmer. In i / % ; ; i
East Anglia the bedrock is tilted 7 477 7 4, 3 —A ‘“’

slightly to the south east and the : qut Melbu ﬁlar’l C
Chalk has been eroded to the north ) Berived from 1:50k scale BG

west, exposing the Gault. The river =4 e alllyy /. — T 12021/001 Britis Gealogi
has also caused erosion, carving out a g iy - D ‘L' " { @Environment Age

i ) 2 & { ¥ 4 " 0S data © Crown copyrig
very shallow valley, particularly in the > i S o 4 , f B 2017/2026. A

soft clay. At the base of the Chalk, ' . e ‘ L
above the Gault, is a fossil-rich layer known as the Cambridge Greensand, exploited in the past for its abundant phosphate nodules
(known as ‘coprolites’).

Over the last ¢.480,000 years, during the latter part of the Pleistocene ‘Ice Age’, the forces of ice and water have created a gradually
deepening river valley with an often-changing pattern of channels. This has resulted in the deposition of a complex collection of,
mostly, sands and gravels that form a series of River Terraces. At present four terraces have been identified, representing different
stages in the river’s history, of which two occur in this area. Those of the 1st (youngest) date from towards the end of the last glaciation,
the Devensian, ¢.20,000 ago whilst those of the 2nd Terrace are from earlier in the Devensian. At this time, there were tundra-like
environments in the region and the river that later became the Cam was a powerful, strong-flowing braided channel that eroded into
the underlying clay and chalk. The Marly Chalk is relatively clay-rich and impermeable, as is the Gault Clay, and a covering of Peat built
up when waterlogging occurred in freshwater marshes during the Holocene (the last 11,700 years). Patches of Peat still remain in places
and a fine material (Alluvium), has been deposited along the valley, especially in times of flood; both of these provide more fertile soil.

The walk starts on the Gault Clay and then takes you below 5m across the wide band of Alluvium along the river, dropping to 4m, one
of the two lowest points on the walk. Passing back onto the Gault, where Clayhithe sits at about 5m, you then cross a slightly higher
area of Chalk before more Gault. As you approach Horningsea, you reach a low area where the bedrock is covered by the sands and
gravels of the 2nd Terrace of the Cam. The main part of the village is reached once you return to the higher Chalk, rising to 13m, before
you walk across a small patch of 2nd Terrace gravels and then a thin strip of Gault Clay before reaching the Alluvium and dropping
below 5m again. Once over the lock, there is more Alluvium and you reach 5m again as you walk away from the river. The walk finishes
on the 2nd Terrace gravels which underlie Milton, reaching the highest point of the walk, 14m, at the end, by the church.

Graph: Min, Avg, Max Elevation: 4, 8, 13 m
Range Totals: Distance: 6.97 km Elev Gain/Loss: 32.2 m, -29.8 m Max Slope: 4.1%, -2.7% Avg Slope: 0.8%, -0.9%
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4 14m 4%; Highest H

Lowest L Highest H Lowsst L

Elevation profile (metres above sea level

0.2% ©2025 Google Earth
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