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http://www.kingfishersbridge.org/

Wicken to Soham
Directions map (6.3 miles /10 km)

Trail plus Kingfisher Bridge Nature Reserve/Dimmock’s Cote Quarry
feHEdge additional 2.7 miles (4.3 km), or short option 2.8 miles (4.5 km)
www.fenedgetrail.org www.cambsgeology.org
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1 Start at the village EEar S contour

sign on the green
opposite Butts Lane
and walk left (west)
along the High St
past the lane leading
to the windmill (on i
the left). @
2 Cross the High St,

walking on to turn ALy

right onto the path - Kingfisher |

at the end of the Bridge NR "%‘4 . i’

green and then the @’

grassy path from the Y o~ ot ] J

) ® ® /

corner past the S e P oy / .
village pond. Follow f , : ‘ =
the road left behind s ‘

D k’s ®
the pond back v[m_,l,mmac i o -

Cote Quarry *__
towards the High St. B +o

e
\

Site of Soham Mere

/ 2
3 Turn right on Pond ——— ~ e §
Green passing the D . is
village hall to walk I % S
right along High St. 0 2
4 Turn right on o §
Chapel Lane and |5 o
follow the road to « . ‘® Cé
the junction with » " - ' g
Lower Road at the o o
playground. ' N ©
5 Turn left at the ] g 1km T
playground to follow Wicken L ,',
Lower Rd away from @ 2 e Cfa‘ntains oS dafa © Crown copyright

anddatabase right 2017

the village for 1 mile. . ’
6 At the junction at Fenside Farm continue straight on following the road, now Padney Drove. After a further 0.3 miles, there is a path
to the left marked by a Public Byway Dockings Lane sign.

7 Continue straight on to follow main walk passing Ash Tree Farm.

7a To visit Kingfisher Bridge Nature Reserve and see Upware Limestone outcrop and/or Dimmock’s Cote Quarry (note paths could be
very muddy after rain), turn left opposite the sign onto a footpath (Dockings Lane) alongside field (just past a house, no 7), then turn
right at end onto High Fen Rd and follow 0.3 miles to a fork.

7b Follow road as it bends left. Walk through car park on right to see limestone outcrop in field beyond, on right. Note: do not
approach closely as it is not safe to do so and it is also used by nesting birds. You can walk further into the nature reserve (follow
signs) to see some of the wildlife areas and visit the tea shop and small visitor centre (see page 4). You can also walk to an area where
you can look over a disused part of a working limestone quarry. Retrace steps back past the visitor centre and car park to bend.

7c At the bend, turn left on dirt track, Shaw’s Drove, and follow path to rejoin walk at 8

8 Passing Shaw’s Drove on left, continue along road.

9 After a further 0.2 miles (9.1) take the signed path to the right at the passing place and cross the field to the right of the hedge (9.2).
After 0.3 miles the cleared path ends. Turn right for a few metres, go past a large tree and resume the route in the same direction
across the field, this time to the left of the ditch.

10 When the path meets the drain turn right and follow the drain 0.2 miles to the earth bridge.

11 Cross the earth bridge and follow the straight track for 0.6 miles until reaching Soham Lode just after the farm buildings.

12 Walk to the top of the bank of the lode and follow path along bank for 0.4 miles to a road bridge.

13 Don’t cross the bridge but continue following the lode for a further 0.5 miles to the next road bridge at Middle Mere Farm.

14 Cross the road bridge and then immediately turn right before the railway line to follow the lode along the other side. Follow the
footpath for 0.7 miles past the railway station.

15 Just before the path ends turn left on the path between the railings and proceed to cross the bridge over the railway track.

16 Having crossed the bridge continue past the small carpark to follow straight on, going straight over a crossroads, towards the town
along Station Road. At a fork continue to the right up Fountain Lane to the corner with The Fountain pub and St Andrew’s Church, the

end of the walk 17. H
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The bedrock under this walk ranges in time from the Jurassic Corallian (Upware) Limestone to the Cretaceous Woburn Sands, Gault
Clay and West Melbury Marly Chalk. It also passes near to Jurassic Ampthill Clay bedrock. The much younger ‘superficial’ deposits
that you walk over include Glacial Till (boulder clay), material deposited by melting glaciers during the Pleistocene ’Ice Age’. Nearby
patches of sand and gravel, carried here by the once strongly flowing River Cam, also date from the Pleistocene. More recent deposits
include river Alluvium, Peat and a large area of Lake Marl (freshwater shell marl) from Soham Mere.

Starting on the Upware to Wicken Ridge, formed from Glacial Till that covers the Gault Clay bedrock, you walk down onto the low lying
Gault to follow the edge of what was once Soham Mere. You soon walk across the northern most part of an outcrop of Corallian
Limestone, which is viewable by taking a detour to Kingfisher Bridge Nature Reserve and/or (with limited views) Dimmock’s Cote
Quarry. After walking across another area of Glacial Till, you pass over sandstone of the Woburn Sands bedrock before reaching the
Peat that once surrounded the Mere. As you cross the basin of the mere, you walk over Lake Marl, a fine, calcareous material
deposited on the lake bed, over any Peat that had previously built up in this low lying area. The marshy conditions that enabled the
build up of Peat occurred over the relatively permeable Woburn Sands bedrock as well as the impermeable Gault Clay. This occurred as
there is a thin layer of silty clay under the Peat, enough to impede drainage. This perhaps came from an earlier lake or water channel a
few thousand years ago or may be a periglacial deposit from the Pleistocene.

After following Soham Lode across the Gault Clay, you reach the base of the Chalk which is where the walk finishes. The Chalk found
here, on the very edge of the Chalk ridge that starts as the northern end of the Chilterns, south west of Cambridge and continues north
east into Norfolk, is the Cretaceous West Melbury Marly Chalk. This clay rich chalk forms a gentle slope along the south eastern fen
edge. Soham Lode is a continuation of the River Snail, a chalk stream that arises near Snailwell.

The lowest point on the walk is 3m below sea level, where you reach the Lake Marl of the mere. The highest is in Soham, as you start
to ‘climb’ onto the Chalk. Here you are at 12m above sea level, a little higher than where you started on the ridge at Wicken.

Graph: Min, Avg, Max Elevation: -3, 3, 12 m
Range Totals: Distance: 9.92 km Elev Gain/Loss: 44 m, -41.4 m Max Slope: 4.2%, -3.1% Avg Slope: 0.8%, -0.8%

w\z\/\/\—-’\.—\w/"/

Start 10m Finish 12m
Lowest Highest (H)
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