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The Fen Edge Trail

Burwell to Wicken

Trail Directions map (6.8 miles /10.9 km)
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1 Start at the confluence of the catch water drain around the edge of the village and Burwell Lode. Head north west along the side of
Burwell Lode (signposted Wicken Fen) — heading out into the Fen for ¢.2.5 Km.

2 Pass the “Cock Up” bridge and head over the nearby footbridge across the Lode. Go back towards the Cock Up bridge, then take the
left track away from the Lode passing an NT car park on your left. Turn next left and follow this track until you meet Wicken Lode.
Beware, this track can get very boggy in wet weather.

2a An alternative, less muddy, route is to follow the north bank of Burwell Lode by turning left after crossing the footbridge. This takes
you to Reach Lode, where you continue on to point 4.

3 Climb up onto the bank and turn left (west) along Wicken Lode. Follow path until Wicken Lode joins Reach Lode. Turn right over
wooden bridge on your right.

4 From the bridge walk up towpath of Reach Lode to the lock. Cross the road, turn right and after a few metres, take the footpath on
the left. Continue along the bank of the Cam and bear to the right through the pub car park, coming out on the access road.

5 Go right a few metres along the road and take the footpath off to the left through the hedge (5.5) and alongside Marina storage.
Follow path left, then right, keeping to edge of field.

6 Follow the footpath taking a right turn to go alongside a wood and then a left turn up a bridleway to keep the wood on the left. On
the left you will see an old limestone pit which is a geological SSSI called ‘Commissioner’s Pit’ (NB no access).

7 Once past the woods, there is a T junction (opposite a field gate on left): take the track on the right (on the Rothschild’s Way), across
fields, until you meet the road.

8 At the road, cross and take the signposted footpath opposite and slightly to the right. Keep the fence/ hedge on your right. Follow
the track as it takes a left turn, keeping the woods on your right.

9 You arrive at another junction: take the kissing gate on right, to walk along Breed Fen Drove, keeping the woods on your right. Go
straight on until you meet the road.

10 As you reach the road, opposite, at the car park, turn left to walk uphill.

10a To visit Wicken Fen National Nature Reserve, turn right along the road, past some cottages to reach the National Trust Visitor
Centre and café (see NT website for opening times). There is an entry fee for non-members to walk around the reserve - several paths
and boardwalks give access to the reedbeds and marshes.

10b To see the remains of the Wicken Fen Brick Kiln and (flooded) Clay Pit, now a Local Geological Site, follow the boardwalk past the
windmill. The site is at the start of the Woodland Walk near the Roger Clarke Hide.

10c To see Sedge Fen Local Geological Site, walk left from the visitor centre along the edge of the lode.

11 Before reaching the main road, turn right along Back Lane and walk to the end (but not going further on through a gate that takes
you to the windmill). Turn left on the path that leads up to main road.

12 Turn right at the main road to walk to the village sign on a small green on the right (opposite Butts Lane), the end of the walk, 13.



Ages of the rocks Walk: Burwell to Wicken - geology and landscape map
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The bedrock under this walk ranges in age from the Jurassic West Walton Beds (including the famous Upware ‘Corallian’ Limestone)
up to the Cretaceous West Melbury Marly Chalk. Upware lies on the southernmost point of the spine of an anticline which is made up
of pale beige (when oxidized), shelly reef limestones which has been used locally as building stone - a resource not usually found in the
Fens. These Upper Jurassic limestones are fore reef, and back reef deposits of a warm very shallow sea: the land area would be
further to the south east (part of the Anglo — Brabant Massif). After a period as dry land at the end of the Jurassic, coastal sands
covered the eroded surface of the limestone forming the oldest of the Cretaceous rocks, the Woburn Sands sandstone (10-14ft thick
in boreholes near Wicken) and then deep sea muds formed the much thicker Gault clay. The youngest bedrock on the walk is the
oldest Formation of the Chalk, the West Melbury Marly Chalk. The ‘superficial’ deposits include, recent fluvial alluvium, a small sliver
of freshwater shell marl, peat, sand and gravel from Terrace 1 of the River Cam and Glacial Till (boulder clay).

The first section along Burwell Lode lies on the Cretaceous West Melbury Marly Chalk, a clay-rich chalk that forms a gentle slope
around the edge of the fenland in this area. Looking ahead, the flat fen stretches out with Wicken being on a slightly higher ridge. The
soils become darker as you progress - much of the Peat that once covered the Chalk has been eroded away leaving just a thin peaty
soil. Further along there is still some Peat over the Gault clay. This grey, calcareous clay has been exploited for brick-making nearby
and scattered around this part of the fen are some flooded hollows, which were possibly Coprolite (phosphate) diggings into the
Cambridge Greensand that lies in a band between the Gault and the Chalk. You also walk over or near small patches of river gravels
(and some sand) from the youngest (1st) terrace of the Cam, deposited by a powerful, ice-age river. There is a small sliver of Shell Marl
lying over the peat near Reach Lode, probably from an ancient freshwater lake, and at Upware the Cam has deposited some Alluvium.

Having crossed the tip of the limestone, the walk moves off onto a narrow patch of Woburn Sands north of Upware for a short way
before returning to the limestone. Look out for lumps of limestone at the edges of fields along the path as you walk over the low
Upware ‘ridge’. Approaching Wicken, the Gault clay reappears but is overlain by Glacial Till (‘boulder clay’) in Wicken itself, forming a
high ridge. The Till is material deposited by an ice sheet, during the Anglian Glaciation around c.425,000 (or possibly the Wolstonian
Glaciation more recently). It is composed of fragments of a wide range of rocks, including clay and chalk local to the region but also
other more exotic stones brought great distances by the ice. Starting at 4 metres above sea level, you descend to sea level in several
places. After reaching 11 metres on the Wicken ridge, the walk finishes at 9 metres above sea level.

Graph: Min, Avg, Max Elevation: 0, 3, 11 m EIevation roﬁle (metres above sea IeveI)
Range Totals: Distance: 10.9 km Elev Gain/Loss: 49 m, -43.7 Max Slope: 4.0%, -4.1% Avg Slope: 0.8%, -0.8% p

©2025 Google Earth
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