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https://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/cambs/vol4/pp151-159
https://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/cambs/vol4/pp151-159
https://www.streathamsociety.org.uk/blogs--posts/archives/09-2022

The Fen Edge Trail
Wilburton to Stretham & Stretham Engine

Directions (3.6 miles / 5.8 km)
(including extension 6.3 miles / 10.1 km)

Trail

fenedg

www.fenedgetrail.org

www.cambsgeology.org

(Start at the village sign by St Peter’s \
Church (1.1). Walk around the northern
wall of the graveyard on Church Lane. To
5 the left (west) of the garden wall of the
6 large red brick house (Bell Gables) is a
4 footpath heading north. Take this to go

__--x—

FET walk

Grunty Fen
3 2 ¢ 5m contour

Wilburton

*1 ook Stretha“:‘ Road
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4 At Station Rd cross over and continue on the

(Iong the edge of the field.
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Stretham
[ Old Engine
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9 /. Stretham

‘%) (Station

> along the
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2 Reaching a
small timber
bridge on the
right, cross it
onto a track,
Hilton Way, and
turn left onto it
to continue

north.
3 About

200m
before
buildings

House) you
cross over a
1l water
course,
Grunty Fen
Catchwater.
Turn right
(south east)
S to walk

footpath on
the north

bank of the
Catchwater.

footpath, still on the north bank heading east. ]
\_

(5 Along this section there are three points where the farmers can cross the
Catchwater - ignore these and continue to the bend in the more substantial track
known as Parson’s Drove, which comes in from the left. Continue ahead along it

en the north bank of the Catchwater for a little over 100m.

7 At the top of the ridge on Parson’s Drove turn left (east) onto Mill Way. Continue until you arrive at the main road, the A10.

6 Ignoring the track that continues straight
ahead, turn right (south) to cross the
Catchwater and stay on Parson’s Drove,
heading up onto the ridge in front of you.

\

(8 Taking great care, cross this road and turn right (south) onto Ely Road leading to the centre of the village. Continue south on Ely

Road and High Street until you reach St James’ Church, on your right hand side, the end of the main walk 9.
. J

@ditional walk to Stretham Engine 2.7 m (4.3km) round trip \
9a Continue south along High Street crossing the Newmarket Road into Cage Lane. At the end of the lane turn left on to Fieldside.
At the end of Fieldside take the footpath straight ahead, soon turning right at footpath sign into Wakefields Way. Continue south
on footpath, crossing footbridges before emerging onto a wide track (Middle Common Drove).
9b At Middle Common Drove (track) turn left (east) and then right at Green End (road) to head south. Cross the bridge and turn left.
9c Stretham Old Engine is on the right a short way along.
9d To return to Stretham, go back along Green Lane and continue on this relatively quiet road, passing allotments on the right as
you reach the village.
9e At end of Green Lane, turn right onto Newmarket Road and then, shortly, turn left along Chapel St to walk back to the church 9/




Walk: Wilburton to Stretham - geology and landscape map
Ages of the rocks =

o i B : Grunty Fen
‘Superficial AR e .,

Holocene: Less than / \Gravel 1st Terrace
11,700 years: i
Alluvium - the last '
few hundred years
Peat - the last few
thousand years

Kimmeridge
Clay

Pleistocene:

River (1st) Terrace
Sands & Gravels
€.20,000 years
Glacial Till
€.300.000 (but poss
¢.160,000 - 425,000)

Bedrock in millions
of years (my)

=Z == G707 A191906 |B2I30]039 8.1Ysas3

Cretaceous:
Gault (clay)
¢.101to c.113 my —— Gravel 1st Terrace
Woburn Sands ¥ i
c.115 my e, FEdgeTwa;lk
Jurassic: ::t?;;;;t:rs -\ - S
Kimmeridge Cla ' 10m 5m Om Contains OS data © Crown copyright and database
152t g157 y abovesea 5pg - right 2017. Google Earth ©2024, Contains British Stretham Peat
s B, By ~level) above ; Geological Survey materials © NERC 2018 Old Engine

On this walk you pass over three different types of bedrock. The oldest is Kimmeridge Clay (Jurassic age). An extensive sea covered this
part of Britain with the clay forming from material deposited on the sea floor. Now, however, this clay forms a series of roughly east-
west ridges making up the Isle of Ely, having been less affected by erosion than the surrounding, less resistant, bedrock. The
Kimmeridge Clay (named after the village on the south coast of Dorset) is famous for fossils of marine reptiles such as Plesiosaurs.
Younger (Cretaceous age) Woburn Sands (Lower Greensand group), a sandstone formed in shallow seas, lies over the clay and covers
the higher parts of the ridge. The youngest is the Gault clay, formed in deeper seas, which occurs in a narrow band along the ridge top.

The ‘Superficial’ deposits are much younger and, here, only cover the bedrock in the river valley or low fen or on top of the hills. They
consist of Glacial Till, River Terrace Sands and Gravels plus Peat and Alluvium. The Till (old name Boulder Clay) was deposited by an
ice sheet (probably during the Wolstonian glaciation but possibly older) and consists of a mix of material including chalk. During cold
periods of the ‘Ice Age’, the Ouse was a much larger river than today, depositing sand and gravel in a series of Terraces. Small patches
are all that remain in this area, dating from towards the end of the last (Devensian) glaciation, ¢.20,000 years ago (1st Terrace). Peat,
formed from decaying vegetation in freshwater ‘swamps’, remains in the low land south of the river but any once present in Grunty
Fen has now disappeared. Alluvium, fine material deposited by the river during floods, is found along the Old West.

The walk starts at its highest point, ¢.25-26m above sea level, on the northern slopes of the ridge, underlain by the Woburn Sands.
You walk down onto the Kimmeridge Clay and then over a patch of river gravels before being on clay again. Along this stretch, the land
is at c.5m but drops to 4m at times. Climbing back onto the sandstone of the ridge, the walk east to the road takes you over Gault clay
and then Glacial Till, which forms land over 15m. Most of
the village is slightly lower, back down on the Woburn
Sands and Kimmeridge Clay. There was probably once Peat
and Alluvium all along the river but it has been eroded
from the area on the walk; only bedrock clay remains. The
riverside is the lowest point on the walk, at 2m.

Elevation profile Additional walk to river

Graph: Min, Avg, Max Elevation: 4, 10, 26 m
Range Totals: Distance: 5.77 km Elev Gain/Loss: 27.3 m, -39.5 m Max Slope: 4.0%, -5.8% Avg Slope: 0.9%, -1.3%

Finish
14m

tres above sea le

ile Main walk (me

©2024 Google Earth

1.23 km 5.77 km
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